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the friends of Peace have been laboring is still in its 
infancy. Much remains to be accomplished in this direc- 
tion. Wisdom, patience, energy, unyielding courage, will 
be needed. 

In the work to be done, the American Advocate of 
Peace will continue in the future, as in the past, to set forth 
and defend the principles of justice, kindness, forgive- 
ness, brotherliness, which are the basis of the whole 
movement. It will endeavor to show that war is a great 
financial and economic blunder, that it is anti-Christian 
and anti-social, that it is barbarous, unreasonable and 
unnecessary. It will seek to elucidate and emphasize 
the reasonbleness, the fairness and the practical value of 
arbitration, of arbitral treaties and of permanent courts 
of arbitration. It will use its influence to prevent mis- 
understandings between different sections of this country, 
between different classes of society, and between this 
and other nations. It will do what little it can to awaken 
and consolidate public opinion, to enlist the active co- 
operation of ministers of the Gospel, of educators, of 
journalists, of legislators and of all other leaders of the 
public mind and conscience, in behalf of these ideas 
and objects. It will seek to be fair and impartial in 
its discussions of all questions and measures that may 
come under its notice. With these ends in view, we 
ask the co-operation and support of all those who are 
seeking to banish sin and discord from the world and to 
establish righteousness and peace, and we send a frater- 
nal, Christian greeting and God-speed to all the friends 
of Peace everywhere. 



THE CHINESE EXCLUSION BILL. 

One of the most astonishing and humiliating pieces of 
legislation to which this country has been treated in a 
long time is the Chinese Exclusion Bill which passed 
both houses of Congress and was signed by the President 
on the 5th of May. For ten years we have had a 
similar, though much milder law, for which no intelligent 
reasons could be given. Both of the great parties are 
sharers alike in the responsibility for this new and cruel 
measure. A few Senators, like Mr. Sherman and Mr. 
Wilson, and some members of the House, had the courage 
to oppose it by both speech and vote. The exigen- 
cies of election time seem to blind many otherwise fair- 
minded men to the real nature of a measure like this. 

Most of the strictly partisan papers throughout the land 
say but little about the passing of the bill. They have 
not the conscience to speak in its favor, and the exigen- 
cies of the coming campaign close their mouths from 
speaking against it. Some independent papers, and a 
few partisan ones, are, however, strongly protesting 



against the action as opposed to the spirit of our institu- 
tions, as a flagrant violation of treaty rights, and as 
unfraternal in every way towards China. This feeling 
of displeasure is certain to increase, and it will not be long 
till the reaction will be so deep and widespread that those 
responsible for the legislation will be forced to feel the 
real character of what they have done. 

One feels inclined to ask whether the same government 
that originated the Pan-American Congress scheme and 
the later reciprocity movement can be also the one that has 
given the force of law to this tyrannical and exclusive 
measure. It is humiliating to have to believe that one 
whose administration has, on the whole, been as wise 
and fair as that of the honored President of the Republic, 
could have affixed his name to this bill. But- so it is. 
Politics, as well as everything else, seems to be full of 
inexplicable contradictions. 

The Chinese Minister has entered a vigorous protest 
against this action. If China were not an old, unpro- 
gressive nation, so far away from us, more than protests 
would probably be heard. If she should retaliate, we 
need not be surprised. The treatment we have given her 
is not only in violation of the most sacred rights of 
treaties, but is exactly the same sort of thing which has led 
to many a war between nations. If China bears this 
provoking treatment with patience, she will have taught 
us a lesson which not only the hoodlums, at whose behest 
this action was taken, need, but which may well be heeded 
by the wise heads at Washington. Let all good men 
everywhere, regardless of party, speak out what their 
conscience commands and we shall soon be delivered 
from this national dishonor. 

If we are to have restriction of im migration, which is 
certainly desirable in view of facts well known to all 
Americans, let it be fair and impartial, and not dictated 
by race hatred nor by a base fear of the voting power of 
certain disreputable classes. Our government, which has 
professed to be the leader in the cultivation of friendly 
relations with all the world, ought not so far to forget her 
high calling as to belie, by an act like this, every profes- 
sion of honest desire to hold amicable relations to others. 



THE BEHRING SEA DIFFICULTIES AND ARBI- 
TRATION. 

General Lew Wallace, in an interview in March last with 
a representative of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, is reported 
to have said that he emphatically disapproves of Presi- 
dent Harrison's action in agreeing to submit the Behring 
Sea difficulty to arbitration. The President's administra- 
tion has been, in his judgment, an eminently wise, patri- 
otic and manly one, but in this case he thinks the course 
pursued to be open to criticism. Our claims to the exclu- 
sive control of Behring Sea he thinks are so clear that it 



